
Can Open Science build trust?



Based on a phone and web survey with Gallup Panel 
members.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/646880/confidence-higher-
education-closely-divided.aspx 
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https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2024/11/14/public-trust-in-scientists-and-views-on-their-role-in-policymaking/ 
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•Transparenc
y
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y

=Trust



Focus on public access: 
‘Free to read’

Is that enough? Or just 
the start?
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Plain Language Summaries 

“AGU journal articles with a PLS score better than those 
without one on all performance metrics – they have a 
higher average number of downloads, higher average 
number of citations, and higher average Altmetric scores”

“PLS are not intended for the general public. The writing 
should be pitched at an undergraduate level of scientific 
understanding”

https://www.agu.org/publications/authors/journals/plain-language-summary 
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https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/02/06/nx-s1-5288113/cdc-website-health-data-trump 
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https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/climate-change-transparency-project-foia/2025-02-06/disappearing-data-trump 
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